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A FITTING OPENING FOR AN ENGLISH CLASSIC

10TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION
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Welcome to the 10th Anniversary edition of Overtures. Elite Hotels
came to be in 1998 with the acquisition of The Grand Hotel; 10 years
on and 2008 proves to be another significant year. The 11th April 2008
saw the official opening ceremony for Luton Hoo Hotel, Golf and Spa.

The long awaited event commenced with a
reception for 350 guests at which Award winning
RidgeView Bloomsbury — Sussex sparkling wine
and canapés were served in the hotel’s Pillared
Hall and drawing rooms.

A fanfare from the Minden Band of the Queen’s
Division signalled the start of the official
proceedings. Graeme Bateman, Managing Director
of Elite Hotels, entertained
guests with a potted history
of the massive refurbishment
project. ‘The 31st March 1999
will be forever imprinted on
my mind’ he said ‘being the
day we took over the owner-
ship of Luton Hoo in the
knowledge that an enormous
challenge awaited us. For me
personally, as | am sure it is
for many of the people
involved, it has been the
greatest achievement of my career to be formally
launching Luton Hoo Hotel today. There has been
many a sleepless night over the past nine years,
but somehow today they
pale into insignificance.

‘Looking to the future, we
have the basis of a truly first
class hotel that will capture
business from many corners
of the globe. Indeed, business
on our books to date comes
from as far afield as China,
Latin America and Australia.
Key to this will be our ability
to meet the expectations of our guests for whatever
reason they choose to visit. We are also committed
to establishing Luton Hoo as a key player in the
local community.’

Mr Bateman was joined on the podium by Norman
Costin, Leader of the South Bedfordshire District
Council and Samuel Whitbread, Her Majesty’s Lord
Lieutenant of Bedfordshire, who performed the
official unveiling of a commemorative plaque. In his
address, the Lord Lieutenant told guests that Luton
Hoo represented the rebirth of one of the country’s

most important
houses and praised
Elite Hotels for
restoring the 18th
century mansion to
its former glory and giving it a new lease of life that
would benefit the whole of Bedfordshire and the
surrounding area. He added ‘Sir Harold and Lady
Wernher were personal friends of the Queen and
Prince Philip, who for many
years spent the weekend of
their wedding anniversaries
here, and so it is in a way
appropriate that, as the
Queen’s representative in the
county, | should be invited to
officially open the Luton Hoo
Hotel, Golf and Spa.’

The finale to the opening
celebrations was a surprise
flypast by a rare Second
World War Spitfire. The distinctive blue and white
striped plane, the only airworthy example of a
Supermarine Spitfire MK XI, swooped over the
mansion and estate treating guests to a superb
aeronautical display.

Returning inside the mansion guests were treated to
an afternoon tea, with some 400 scones, 1200 finger
sandwiches and a Croque en Buche measuring 3 ft
high, musical entertainment, a display of Fabergé
jewellery and objets d’art and an opportunity to tour
the hotel’s public rooms.

The celebrations concluded in the evening with a
5 course gala dinner in the Wernher Restaurant and
agrand firework display on the hotel lawn.




CEREMONIES WITH

Your Wedding Day should be magnificent and memorable. Elite Hotels present
four premier and individual venues for the finest wedding receptions and
ceremonies. We have immense experience in advising, co-ordinating and hosting
intimate wedding breakfasts for 10 guests to sumptuous banquets for up to 200,
creating meaningful civil ceremonies and partnerships to romantic first night and
honeymoon arrangements.
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Ashdown Park, a luxury country house

hotel enjoys a spectacular setting. Almost as
if intended to be a secret, the hotel nestles in
the lush green folds of the undulating Sussex
countryside, surrounded by the captivating
Ashdown Forest.

The Grand, a luxury five star hotel, is a vision
of white reflecting the splendour of Victorian
architecture and dominating the Western
Promenade in Eastbourne.

Tylney Hall, a luxurious Grade Il listed hotel,

rests in 66 acres of manicured historic gardens

designed in the style of Gertrude Jekyll,
woodlands and lakes offering a variety of stunning photographic backdrops.

Within its 1000 acre haven, Luton Hoo enjoys rolling pastures,
wonderful woodland, enormous lakes, historic gardens
landscaped by Capability Brown and, in an elevated position
amidst all this, the 18th century mansion of Luton Hoo.

On your special day, a warm welcome awaits you and your
guests. Our service will be of the highest quality but discreet, our
attention to detail and organisation will allow you to enjoy and
cherish every moment and ensure your Wedding Day exceeds
your expectations.

Throughout 2008, there are still a few dates available for
ceremonies at our hotels.

For further information on availability, copies of our
wedding brochures or to make an appointment with our
Event Co-ordinators, please contact the hotels direct.

AN UNEXPECTED GUEST AT LUTON HOO

An uninvited guest was keeping an eagle eye on the official
opening celebrations at Luton Hoo. A giant Eagle Owl , the
world®s largest owl weighing up to 9lbs and with a
wingspan of 6ft, settled on top of the mansion early in April
and had been sighted
several times around the
hotel and grounds.

During the celebrations,
the owl - nicknamed
Wernher by hotel staff —
was spotted on the hotel
roof, occasionally flying
down for food. Bob
Dalton, a falconer for
more than 30 years, was
on hand during the
celebration weekend and
was able to tempt
Wernher into his care.
‘He was not in the best
condition’ Bob said, ‘he is

probably not used to hunting and was disorientated, so it was
good that the hotel staff had been putting out food for him.’

To date nobody has claimed the owl, which is believed to
have escaped from a private collection. There are only a very
small number of Eagle Owls living in the wild, mostly in the
north of England and Bob said Luton Hoo’s owl was clearly
not a wild bird due to its behaviour.

Staff gave the owl its nickname after it began to make a
nesting place in a bush outside the Wernher Restaurant.

Luton Hoo Estate Manager, Richard Biffen, said ‘It was a
lucky co-incidence that Bob had been booked to give a flying
display at the hotel and agreed to return and tempt it down
when things were quieter. Although we had the species of
owl confirmed by a local sanctuary and have rung round
local zoos to see if we could find out where it had come from,
nobody seemed to know. We are very pleased Wernher is now
safe and well and in the right hands and through his contacts
Bob will be able to find out if anyone has reported a missing
owl or will be able to re-home it if need be.’

We’ll be keeping an eagle eye on developments.
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